 Surname 1

Analysis of the Mulberry Tree Painting
University Affiliation
Student’s Name
[bookmark: _GoBack]Course
Introduction
I recently visited the Gift of Mr. Norton Simon Museum on a Saturday evening. It was a great pleasure to visit the museum and get to view different artworks and paintings in the museum. It is essential to view and understand the deeper meaning of the artwork. The Gift of Mr. Norton Museum is located at Pasadena in California, previously known as the Pasadena art museum ("Vincent Van Gogh - The Mulberry Tree 1889, Painting Analysis"). The museum is one of the largest art museums in the US with a collection of more than one million of artwork. Artwork in this museum is examined from imitation and appropriation to the society hence bringing more together with a collection of a unique and rarely seen piece of work. The artwork creates a true definition of a given culture, history, and renowned paintings. This writ reflects on the experience of the tour to the museum as well as the analysis of the attractive painting. 
All paintings in the museum are well preserved with complete details about the paintings. It is easy for one to identify the name of the artist, the title of the art and the year of the painting. When I came to the museum, I came across the Mulberry Tree painting. The mulberry Tree painting looked very attractive at first sight. This painting was painted by Vincent Van Gogh in 1889 when he was living in asylum in Saint Remy. The beauty and complexity of this painting attracted me to research the painting. 
According to the Mulberry Tree | Van Gogh Gallery, “the Mulberry Tree painting seems to exemplify the startled trees with swirling shapes.” I think that this one of the great examples of artwork by Van Gogh. The art depicts a tree growing in a rocky hillside. The tree stands on its own with no other trees growing nearby. Van Gogh painted the ground with short quick strokes of white and brown colors. This creates a contrast between the green leaves and the brown tree trunk. On the right, there are green plants at a distant. However, the leaves of the tree occupy the most significant part of the painting. The orange color used to paint the leaves of the tree represents the autumn season where the trees look very bright. It looks like the painting was not that formal as the orange color is painted with a hand brush or the handle of the painting brush. This shows that the artist did not have the essential tools to complete a perfect painting. However, his skills are beyond the availability of various painting tools.
 From my perspective, this painting was done in during the high and the lows period. This was a time of high self-awareness and chaos. Van Gogh fled to Asylum after an argument with his fellow artist. The mulberry tree represents the mulberry trees that grew in Asylum. I learned that he developed a mental illness after the argument with the fellow artist as his mental state declined. Van Gogh thought people wanted to poison him. From the information in the museum, “the artist had become insecure and was aware of this state of mind.” He had written several letters to his brother Theo about his mental state, his new paintings and the people living around him. The artist made the art as he had dedicated his work towards nature. The painting, therefore, represents nature and his social life. He had much knowledge concerning modern art and his role in society as an artist. 
Van Gogh is a naturalistic artist who can articulate nature into artwork. He paints what he can observe from the surrounding to the extent of thinking of what other people of him. The artist can draw naturally with a painting brush to bring out an impressive painting. His work raises numerous questions as to what inspired him to make the paintings. Van Gogh artworks are in under the influence with a contrasting style of originality in his drawings ("Mulberry Tree | Van Gogh Gallery"). 
Conclusion
Lastly, the tour to the museum created an extraordinary session in my life as I was able to view art on a different perspective. Interpretation of artwork is an essential skill that all people should have in order to appreciate the work done by the artists. The task of analyzing the painting is more than reading a piece of writing. One has to understand the motive of the artists before he or she came up with the painting. The message from the Mulberry Tree provides a wide variety of knowledge on the role of nature and the role of the artist in society. 
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